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Workshop Information 
 

Towards a Museum of the Voices of Europe 

 
Language and narratives are the lifeblood of communities and the foundations of cultures. They belong to 

everyone, everyone participates in them, and they define and symbolise identities. Yet linguistic cultural heritage is 

rarely the subject of museographical displays despite the great interest shown in the recent exhibitions about 

language (e.g. Evolving English).  

Our project, which seeks to reconnect the intangible heritage of language with tangible objects, consists in 1) an 

interactive map-based digital platform that will store and sort relevant data relating to the languages of Europe in 

time and space 2) themes extracted from these maps that serve as objects of stable installation in appropriate 

exhibiting spaces (e.g. the Museum of London, the Accademia della Crusca, Florence) and 3) digital apps guiding 

potential visitors along linguistic itineraries connected to specific sites. 

The 'agile' museum we have in mind would turn  the continent into a gigantic ‘smart’ site or “museo diffuso” in 

order to disseminate knowledge (portal, exhibitions, apps) about Europe’s linguistic heritage. Eventually we expect 

to interconnect these three ‘tools’ with a single itinerant exhibiting space that possesses the flexibility to change its 

content based on geographical location, a Museum of the Voices of Europe (196 words). 

 

About the Workshop leaders  
 
Presenter  

Name:  Nadia Cannata 

Title: Professor of Italian Philology 

Organization: University of Rome, La Sapienza 

Dr. Cannata (D.Phil, Oxon) has taught at Oxford University, the University of Reading and at 

Rome University “La Sapienza”. Her research interests include the History of Italian Language, Romance 

Philology and Late Latin, Neo-Latin and vernacular poetry, the relationship between language and fine 

arts, and linguistic theory. She was a Post-Doctoral British Academy Fellow, Fellow at the Harvard 

University Center for Italian Renaissance Studies at Villa I Tatti in Florence and Leverhulme Trust 

Scholar at the British Academy.  

 

Presenter  

Name: Maia W. Gahtan 

Title: Professor of Art History and Museology - Program Director, MA Museum Studies 

Organization: Istituto Lorenzo de’ Medici 

Dr. Gahtan (Ph.D, Yale) is a former curator of the Walters Art Museum and currently directs MA 

in Museum Studies at the Lorenzo de’ Medici Institute, Florence. Her research focuses on the interface of 

art, art theory, literature and museology, having received research grants from the Fulbright Foundation, 

the Andrew Mellon Foundation and Villa I Tatti (Harvard University Center for Italian Renaissance 

Studies). 

 
 
 


