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The Museum: An Agile Concept 
 
The strong aesthetics, extensive deployment of models and dioramas and the presence of social 
reflection in many Japanese museum installations in recent decades, such as the National Museum of 
Nature and Science, the Edo-Tokyo Museum and the National Museum of Japanese History, produce a 
strong sense of a country that has developed its own concept of the museum and of museology. Taiwan 
and South Korea also provide outstanding examples of museological innovation both in display methods 
and the strategic use of the museum. In this session we want to tap into this creativity and explore the 
boundaries and opportunities of museum making and hopefully discover something about how we - as 
different cultures - approach our imagining of the museum. Following a brief introduction, this will 
session will be an opportunity for small group work and creative thinking. 
 
As museum professionals we are increasingly exposed to globalized views of what museums are and 
how they should operate. We do so in societies that are themselves facing the homogenizing forces of 
globalization. This workshop challenges this future, proposing that societies should develop museums 
that reflect their own cultures not simply in their subject matter but in their very form, operation and 
relationship to society.  
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Presenter 
Name:   Professor Simon Knell, Dr Masanori Oki 
Title:  Professor of Museum Studies  
Organization: School of Museum Studies, University of Leicester   
 
Simon Knell is Professor of Museum Studies at the University of Leicester. He teaches in the area of 
museum theory and his most recent research has been concerned with museums and citizenship in 
Europe and Australia. He is currently working on a book looking globally at the phenomena of national 
galleries. Dr Masanori Oki is a museum historian and has recently undertaken an extensive study 
comparing the development of professional museum associations in Japan and Britain.  
  
 
 


