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Stories of a different kind: viewing collections through a new lens 
 
How can we review and revaluate our museum collections to challenge the public’s narrow, 
stereotypical, negative perceptions and misrepresentations of disabled people, the largest minority in 
society? How agile can we be in re-purposing museum collections for a contemporary, specifically 
socially purposeful role? How can museums help shape wider societal views of disability? 
 
Based on the research carried out by the Research Centre for Museum and Galleries (RCMG) including 
investigations into museum collections to find what collections they hold that relate to the lives and 
experiences of disabled people, this session will demonstrate how those collections might be reframed. 
How can you view collections through a new lens to engage the public in a reassessment of widely held 
assumptions surrounding disability and to challenge deeply entrenched negative and discriminatory 
contemporary attitudes towards disabled people? 
 
The session will explore the process of the agile museum, how do we identify the collections? What 
curatorial practices create barriers to this? How do you tackle the underlying fears of curators? How do 
you work collaboratively with experts from disability, medical history and public engagement to shape 
and publicly present a new narrative of disability in museums? How do we interrogate these collections? 
How can we liberate museum collections and enable us to repurpose our collections in socially 
purposeful ways?  
 

The workshop will give participants insights into the processes required to create agile collections. How 
you can search out collections, the process of representing and reinterpreting collections. Disability is 
used as an example but the process can be used to address many issues.   
  
About the Workshop leader  
Presenter 
Name: Jocelyn Dodd 
Title: Director  
Organization: Research centre for Museums and Galleries, School of Museum Studies, University of 
Leicester, UK  
 
Jocelyn has co directed a number of  Research Centre for Museums and Galleries (RCMG) research 
projects which focus on museums and disability representation including Buried in the Footnotes, 
Rethinking Disability Representation, Stories of a different kind, she is currently working on Exceptional 
and Extraordinary. She is author of Re-Presenting Disability: Activism and Agency in the Museum with 
Richard Sandell and Rosemarie Garland- Thomson (Routledge 2010). Her most recent project Cabinet of 
Curiosity: How disability was kept in a box was winner of the 2014 Observer ethical award for Arts and 
Culture. 
   
 
 
 


