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Workshop Information 
 

‘Communicating Identities: Unity in Diversity’ 
 
This workshop, exploring the complexity of identity, is of importance for museums wishing to avoid simplicity and 
stereotype in the representations of peoples and their cultural heritage. While recognising the difficulty of 
avoiding what the Black British cultural theorist Stuart Hall defines as processes of essentialism, whereby human 
beings in their full historicity are reduced, ‘to a few, simple, essential characteristics’, traditional mueseological 
process, of collection, preservation, display and education, necessarily involves making a narrow selection from a 
boundless pool of attributes. The workshop also observes that stereotyping, in the creative hands and eyes of 
artists such as the Native American James Luna or the African American Fred Wilson, may prove productive, 
forcing visitors to think critically about what it means to be human, in a particular land at a particular time, and 
how histories of colonial oppression, subjection and resistance that linger negatively for economically 
disadvantaged people in the present, too often the Black and poor, need not necessarily do so. To explore these 
ideas of overcoming stereotypical identities and building unity in diversity participants are asked to bring one item 
that speaks to their identity, which they wish to discuss with the group. 
 
The workshop will provide participants with the opportunity to reflect on the complexity of identity. In the safe 
respectful space of the conference it will allow delegates to creatively explore the overlapping nature of gender, 
class and ethnicity in the light of specific histories, often silenced and/or contested. Together, participants will 
examine how humans might find ‘points of contact’ through their differences. Overall we hope our work will help 
to build bridges of cultural understanding between diverse peoples, which may be akin to what Sharon Mcdonald 
terms ‘past presencing’ that might promote a peaceful future.  
 
About the Workshop leader  
 
1) Dr Viv Golding joined the School of Museum Studies in 2002 following a varied career developing creative 
learning in London, with Community Arts Lewisham (1980-1992) and at the Horniman Museum (1992-2002). She 
has more than 20 years experience leading workshops in the field of museum studies. Viv holds Masters degrees 
in Modern Philosophy, Women’s Studies and a PhD in museum studies (2000), and publishes extensively on her 
research themes, which aim to challenge prejudice and stereotype through collaborative and creative use of 
world arts at a region she theorises as the ‘museum frontiers’ (2009). Viv is widely funded to disseminate her 
research ideas (BA 2004; Daiwa 2006, 2011; AHRC 2012; JSPS 2012, 2014) and has successfully delivered more 
than 25 workshops and lectures internationally over the past two years alone. Viv draws on her experience as an 
academic and a museum professional to make her workshops appropriate for academics, museum professionals, 
teachers and school children. She looks forward to working with you! 
2) Dr Richard L. Wilson, Professor of Art History and Cultural Heritage, International Christian University, Tokyo 
(richard@icu.ac.jp) 
3) Kentaro Ikeda (MA University of Leicester), Tokyo ( rc Y [kenshirou01250627@hotmail.com]) 
4) and 5) Taiwanese and Korean presenters to be confirmed. 
  
Presenter 1 
Name: Dr Viv Golding, Dr  
Title: Dr 
Organization:  University of Leicester, School of Museum Studies; Japan Society for the Promotion of Science 
(JSPS) Fellow; President of the International Council of Museums of Ethnography (ICME) 
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