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A Laboratory for Learning and Research: Responsive Collaborations between the University and Academic 
Museum 
 
Three hundred university courses, thirty different departments. Each year, Cornell University’s Herbert F. 
Johnson Museum of Art has collaborated with that huge academic audience, primarily in class sessions with 
its global collection. But things are changing. Students decide which works to see on the walls. Faculty invite 
museum staff to speak about research and practice. We all face evolving needs for students to cultivate 
intellectual curiosity across cultures, speak and write analytically about primary materials, and conduct and 
present research. The academic museum has become a site where expertise is not only opened to the 
campus, but entirely shifted. It has transformed into a laboratory for exchange of dialogue and discovery, a 
place that welcomes contributions to institutional knowledge. 
 
Through select case studies, this workshop will examine ways that partners can support unparalleled access 
to objects and resources. Participants will learn methods to build agile and sustainable relationships and 
raise the museum’s visibility as a place for experimentation. Models for classes to navigate and take 
ownership of their inquiry will also be discussed. Together, the museum and university can be connected in 
an adaptable environment, where faculty and students are reflected in archival files, writing in the galleries, 
curatorial choices, and public presentations. 
 
About the Workshop leader  
Alana Ryder is part of the education team at the Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art at Cornell 
University, where she is Andrew W. Mellon Curatorial Coordinator for Academic Programs. She 
received her B.A. in the history of art from the University of California, Berkeley and M.A. in history 
with museum studies concentration from SUNY Buffalo State. 
 
Each year, Alana works with over one hundred Cornell classes, covering every corner of the campus. 
Drawing from the Johnson’s global collection of 40,000 objects, she leads museum sessions with faculty 
and oversees the History of Art Majors' Society, which organizes an annual spring exhibition. Alana is excited 
for her exhibition “This is No Less Curious”: Journeys Through the Collection to open shortly after Museum 
2015.   
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